TAC Attack

May 1981

Don't mess with mother nature.. page 12


User
Typewritten Text
TAC Attack

User
Typewritten Text

User
Typewritten Text

User
Typewritten Text
May 1981

User
Typewritten Text

User
Typewritten Text
Don't mess with mother nature.. page 12

User
Typewritten Text








The Parable of D2R2 By Major John L. Contrell HQ TAC/XPFI
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Ol' Shep Mr.. Newton's universe, and the price of ignorance.
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shooter’'s nightmare. Take the case of the missing
fuel tank, for example:

The F-4 was flying in a 2-G left turn when the
aircrew felt a mild thump. A short time later, they
noticed the light which indicates a centerline tank
is aboard had gone out. (Uh-oh!) They decided to
go home and make a precautionary landing. Sure
enough, when they shut down in the chocks, they
found the centerline tank was AWOL. Make that
desertion, since the flight was over the ocean and
chances of finding the tank were nil.

The investigators checked the bird over with
the proverbial fine-tooth comb. Everything
checked out. The aircrew said that they hadn't
used any armament switches during the flight,
but the investigators bench checked the station
select panel anyway. It checked good. They took
out the fuel control panel and checked it for
shorts across the terminals of the extérnal stores
emergency release switch. It also bench checked
good. All the armament panels and switches were
inspected, but nothing abnormal showed up. The
wire bundle in the liquid oxygen compartment
was pulled and tested; it was okay. They checked

TAC ATTACK

the aircraft's maintenance history for weapons
problems but found none.

Then the investigators tried a new tack: they
flew the airplane with a modified cart tester in the
centerline station. They flew it six times, each
time pulling different circuit breakers hoping to
identify the source of power that caused the tank
to jettison. No luck. On each sortie, they found a
cart firing voltage when the airplane was pulling
2 G's. They ran a GWM-4 check and found some
faults. They ended up pulling the left engine. In
the left bay, they found a wire bundle with two
wires chafing against a metal bolt. The bolt was
for a clamp on the oil line vent, and the clamp
was about an inch above its correct position. The
wires involved allowed electrons to wander
between the special weapons centerline arm cir-
cuit and the centerline emergency jettison circuit.
And we all know what wandering electrons can
do.

This persistent troubleshooting led to a com-
mandwide inspection of F-4s for that type prob-
lem. To us, it seems like an impressive bit of
sleuthing.
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An Instrument Pilot's Ten Commandments
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